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China has seized upon the ideal of a Republic,
of democratic and representative government,
and has attempted, confessedly, to base this
change, as she did all her previous life, on educa-
tion. Yet of necessity she lacks the experience
and the trained supervisors, the teachers, the
executive leadership, and the efficient adminis-
tration to accomplish this change immediately.
Deeply the nation needs our help, and needs it
at once. There is a need of foreign teachers for
both mission and Government schools, and of
evangelistic missions to teach the students and
future leaders of the young Republic those
foundation principles of life which were brought
to Europe by the. early Christian missionaries
from Asia. China stands to-day at the crisis of
her long history. The situation is urgent and
imperative. What we do must be done quickly,
for the door of opportunity may close, or partly
close, as it did in Japan. This is the decisive
decade of her history, and perhaps the turning-
point of her destiny. She is facing the most
colossal educational task ever attempted in a
single country or by a single people. To educate
one-quarter of the human race, where at present
it is estimated that only one man in twenty-seven
and not one woman in a hundred can read, is in
itself a herculean task.
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